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CHRISTMAS PRESENTS (PRESENCE) 
 

I guess I’ve been good this year, because already the presents are taking up all kinds of space  

under the Christmas (Chrismon) tree: 

 

  First of all, I’m  thankful for the beautiful Chrismons that will go on our Palmetto tree. They 

  represent the hard work, the talent, the commitment and the love of the women at Palmetto. 

            But more importantly, they are another example of this congregation’s “DNA” for doing  

            things really well. 

 

  Every new member and every new family that worships with us is a present—a true gift that 

  we must hold dear. 

 

  Someone has said Christmas is for children. If that is true, we will have a wonderful  

  Christmas year round, for we are blessed with many, many children. 

 

  Our stewardship campaign was truly a wonderful present. It showed what a generous  

  congregation we have. 

 

 I am receiving a special present in the person of Angela Redden, our new Christian Educator, 

   who “officially” comes on board in January. 

 

  All of us who have been together in Laing for the last two and a half years are excited about a 

  big 14,000+ square foot present—our new church. 

 

  The best presents are sometimes not things, but people. Our leaders on session and Team  

  Palmetto, our teachers, choir members, and the building committee represent special presents 

           of talent, time, and commitment. And our Palmetto staff is a real gift. 

 

  Church people aren’t the only “people presents.” Every time Rosemary and I make a quick 

  trip to Greenville to see our grandchildren, I am reminded of our blessings. I have a wife who 

            supports my ministry; my mother and sister live nearby; I am proud of my daughter and  

            son-in-law (even if they did graduate from Clemson); and I offer prayers of thanksgiving 

            every day for the gift of my two healthy grandchildren. 

 

  Friends are also presents we sometimes take for granted until we send out Christmas cards. 

  My life is so much richer because I have traveled with friends along the way. 

 

  Most of these “presents” are really about “presence,” and at Christmas we are reminded of 

  God’s “presence” in the person of Jesus Christ, Emmanuel (God with us). 
 

May his “presence” be your most precious Christmas “present”! 
 

Merry Christmas, 
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DECEMBER 6th 
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE OF PEACE 

Scott & Heather Spann 
“For Unto Us a Child Is Born” 

Isaiah 9:2-7 
Baptism of Andrew Harrison Spann 

 

DECEMBER 13th 
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE OF LOVE 

Choir 
Music Program—The Characters of Christmas 

 

DECEMBER 20th 
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE OF  JOY 

Tom & Julie Teiken 
“Mary, Mary” 

Luke 1:47-55 
Baptism of Mary Catherine (Macy) Teiken 

 

DECEMBER 24th 
CHRISTMAS EVE  

CANDLELIGHT COMMUNION SERVICE 
LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 

Mike & Rosemary Fitze 
“The Word Became Flesh” 

John 1:1-14 
 

DECEMBER 27th 
1st SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 

“Shout for Joy” 
Psalm 98 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Michael & Jennifer Wingfield 

Sam & Jean Crumlish 

 

 

It’s difficult to believe that December and Ad-

vent have already arrived. However, our choir 

has been thinking December since August or 

September when they began working on Christ-

mas music. Without a doubt, I believe them to 

be the most dedicated group around as they 

have given many extra hours of their time in 

preparation of our music. December is certainly 

full of great musical events, none of which you 

will want to miss.  
 

Check out each opportunity below. 

Sunday, December 6:  Youth Hand bells will 

be ringing, and the PPC Choir will be bringing 

back one of our favorite all time anthems, 

“Christmas Is Coming”, accompanied by hand 

bells 

Sunday, December 13:  The Characters of 

Christmas will be presented by the PPC Choir 

with the children providing our nativity scene 

and also sharing in song 

Sunday, December 20:  We will be treated to 

a guest Celtic harpist 

Sunday, December 20:  3:00 Palmetto joins 

with St. Benedict Catholic in “Carols at 

Somerby”. This is a church wide event for all to 

come make a joyful noise as we share the sounds 

of Christmas with the residents at Somerby.  

Thursday, December 24:  Christmas Eve Can-

dlelight service. This is always a special service 

accompanied with beautiful music.  

 

With December having arrived, my thoughts 

have already turned to January. What a great 

time to join the choir with the start of a new 

year!  To be continued next month . . . 
 

        With a song in my heart, 

                       Crystal 

 

MUSIC 

NOTES 
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BUY A LLAMA FOR 
YO’ MAMA! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Got a person on your Christmas list that is 
hard to buy for?  

Your worries are over!  
Buy an awesome charitable gift through  

PPC’s Wise Gifts Program! 
 

What exactly IS Wise Gifts? 
It’s an alternative Christmas gift market where you 
buy items that will help nonprofit organizations 
both here at home and around the world. You buy 
things like a hot meal for a week for Crisis Minis-
tries or a flock of chicks from Heifer International. 
It’s a fantastic way to help those less fortunate 
AND send your loved one/friend/coworker a spe-
cial and unique gift. 

 

Check out PPC’s Wise Gifts catalog and buy 
your items now  through December 13th. 

 
We have a GREAT list of organizations to choose 
from! And you’ll receive a beautiful Wise Gifts card 
to send to the person you bought the present for.  

 
START SHOPPING THIS SUNDAY! 

 

Christmastime is drawing near, 
The time for us to spread good cheer. 

Our college kids are taking tests, 
Trying hard to do their best. 

Let’s remind them of how much we care 
By sending them some treats to share. 

Cookies, candies, would be great 
And Christmas things to decorate. 

They’ll feel the love from you and me 
And all of us at PPC! 

 
Please bring items for care packages  

to church Sunday, Dec.ember 6th!  Thank you!  

  

THE CHARACTERS THE CHARACTERS 

OF CHRISTMASOF CHRISTMAS will be 

presented by the PPC Choir with the 

children providing our nativity scene 

and also sharing in song during wor-

ship Sunday, December 13th.  
 

Children’s choir practices for 

the program will be Thursday, 

December 3rd, 5:15-5:45 p.m. 

at Laing; Sunday, December 

6th, 9:50-10:15 a.m. in the K-

2nd/CC room; Thursday, De-

cember 10th, 5:15-5:45 p.m. at Laing; and a 

dress rehearsal on Sunday, December 13th, at 

9:15 a.m. in the K-2nd/CC room. 

PPC 3RD ANNUAL  

GINGERBREAD HOUSE 

WORKSHOP 

December 13th, 2:00-3:30 p.m.  
RSVP to Rob & Joye Davis at davisparties@gmail.com 

or 856-8432 by December 6th!  (see flyer for details) 
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TITUS THE 

TURKEY SAYS 

THANKS  
 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped make 

Titus’s Turkey Teams a great success! We 

fed 15 families for Thanksgiving, and they 

were VERY appreciative! And a special 

thank you to EDGE for decorating the 

boxes (and to Kim and Chris for hosting the 

group). The boxes looked great! 
 

Thanks to Our Turkey Teams 
 

Angela and Rick Redden and family 

Donna and Dick Redden 

Joye and Gary Mangum 

Julie, James, and Luke Martin 

Joye and Rob Davis 

  Shelly and Albert van Overeem and family 

Emily Carter and family 

Caroline and Mark McKinney and family 

Carol Walker 

Betsy Ross and family 

Leslie and David Steele and family 

Susan and Leonard Lindstrom 

Terri and Ralph Wetherell and family 

Robin and Wally Mann and family 

Judy and Donald Headden 

Kim and Chris Hulsey 

Rosemary and Mike Fitze 

Pam and John Loesch 

Val and Trent Dabney 

Dottie and Dennis Kelley 

Susan Lansburg 

Members of our great choir:  

Nan, Patty and Bill, and Jackie 

Natalie and Jeff Doss and family 

Melissa and Tim Peyton 

Anna and Matt Turner 

Lynn Cobb and family 

Sally and Steve Aldrich 

Dorothy and Buck Rogers 

Esther and Paul Walter 

Amy Gravino and family 

Heather Martel and family 

Robin Beckner and the ARK 

And to All Our Drivers! 
 

Leslie and David Steele 

Ralph Wetherell 

Robin and Wally Mann 

Gary Mullaney 

Joye and Gary Mangum 

Caroline and Mark McKinney 

Anna and Matt Turner 

Amy Gravino 

Clay Wheatley 

Heather Martel 

Cindy Dobson 

Tricia and Bo Nutting 

ANGEL TREE GIFTS DUE  

DECEMBER 6TH 
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FROM FINANCE TEAM-Year End Giving 

 

 

The session has extended a 

call to Angela Redden to 

serve as Palmetto’s first 

Christian Educator. 
 

Angela is no stranger to Pal-

metto. She and her husband, 

Rick, are charter members, 

along with their children 

Forrest and Merritt. Angela 

has been involved in our 

Christian education program since our first ser-

vice and has dealt with the challenges of provid-

ing various Christian education opportunities for 

our congregation that have been educational, 

creative and fun—even though we had no dedi-

cated “space” for classes. 
 

The Personnel Committee was impressed with 

Angela’s organizational skills, her knowledge, 

enthusiasm and commitment to growing our 

church and offering Christian education for all 

ages. 
 

Angela is a graduate of Appalachian State Univer-

sity with a double major in Business Administra-

tion and Marketing. She holds a masters degree in 

teaching from Salem College and has taught in the 

local school system. 
 

Angela is a deacon and elder and has served the 

Presbyterian church in numerous positions. She 

served as chair of the Presbytery Commission to 

organize Palmetto. 
 

Her installation service will be held Sunday, Janu-

ary 31, 2010 during morning worship. 
 

More information about Christian education at 

Palmetto in 2010 and details about Angela’s work 

will be posted in the CE office next month.  
 

Welcome to our staff, Angela! 

Gifts to Palmetto must be received by January 6th and 
dated on/before December 31st in order to count for 
2009 contribution.  A year-to-date giving statement 
through November will be mailed early December. 

The Session has been hard at work this year and as we 
close out the year, we want to give a brief update on 
some of our activities and future activities for PPC. We 
had a very successful retreat in November and focused 
on strategic priorities for 2010 as well as worship activi-
ties in our new church home and how we can grow our 
membership.   Some of the areas we will be exploring 
include: developing a pre-school, senior high group, ex-
pansion of worship to 2 services, Kirk (Wednesday) night 
activities and use of PPC to outside groups. We also 
studied Presbytery Polity and how to be better leaders 
and disciples. 
We are looking forward to our new elders joining the 
Session in January:  Sallie Aldrich, Leonard Lindstrom, 
Melissa Peyton, Bill Sullivan and Ralph Wetherell. We 
gratefully thank those Elders rotating off the Session for 
their dedication and will sorely miss:  Chris Hulsey, 
Dottie Kelley, Angela Redden, Buck Rogers and Albert 
van Overeem.  
The Session would like to extend our heartfelt thanks for 
all the work of the teams and committees at PPC that do 
so much for our congregation and the community. We 
especially want to thank the Finance and Building Com-
mittees for all their dedication and perseverance in 2009. 
And last but not least, we want to thank the hardwork-
ing staff - Mike Fitze, Gloria Squires and Crystal Cassels 
for their devotion and commitment to PPC.  

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR ALL THESE  
EXCITING EVENTS IN JANUARY! 

 

January 3rd    Epiphany Service 
January 17th  Congregational Meeting  

(elect Nominating Committee & vote on Terms of Call)  
January 24th  Installation/Ordination of new Elders 
January 24th  State of the Church Meeting/Dinner  5:00 p.m.   
January 29th  Oyster Roast – Place & Time to be determined 
January 31st  Installation of Continuing Education Director  

SESSION REPORTτElaine Kloos, Clerk 
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Tuesday, December 15th  
9:30 a.m.   

    at the home of Shelly van Overeem 
1725 James Basford Place 

Book selection: Dinner with a Perfect Stranger 
 by David Gregory 

 
 

For more information, contact  Angela Redden at  
881-9782 or angelaredden@hughes.net  or Lori Russ at 

388-9341  or loriruss@bellsouth.net 

 
Women’s Christian Fiction Book Club 

Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Communion Service   

 

Join us Thursday, December 24th, at 

5:30 p.m. for Christmas Eve worship at 

Palmetto. Bring the whole family as 

Preacher Mike reads the Christmas 

story with the children, followed by a 

brief Christmas Eve homily and com-

munion. 

MINISTRY TEAMS FOR 2010   

We are looking for new co-chairs for sev-
eral of our ministry teams for 2010:  Wor-
ship, Fellowship, and Nurture. If you feel 
God calling you to serve, speak to the 
current team leaders and they will de-
scribe the responsibilities. There will be 
an elder serving on each of the ministry 
teams also, so we share the work load.   

The CE TEAM 
is accepting donations 

for our new build-

ing!  While cleaning out 

those closets . . . think 

of Palmetto!  We will gladly accept new and 

gently used toys for THE ARK, beanbag 

chairs, loveseats for our EDGE/youth 

room, etc.  Due to limited space we ask 

that you hold on to your donations until 

January.   

 

PLEASE CONTACT:  

Angela Redden  

angelaredden@hughes.net 

or  Natalie Doss 

njkldoss@bellsouth.net  
 

11$½R 8DRSDQM #QHMF-a-Friend Bonanza & Roundup 
Saturday, January 30, 2010 

 

By now you should have received our 

brochure listing items we will be need-

ing for our new building. We have ex-

tra brochures available if you would 

like to send one to relatives or others 

who have an interest in Palmetto. 

,ÈàÉÌɯ ÛÏÐÚɯ ÞÖÜÓËɯ ÔÈÒÌɯ ÈÕɯ ɁÌÈÚàɂɯ

Christmas gift or a way to honor or re-

member a loved one by donating in 

their name. All gifts will be acknowl-

edged and listed in our memorial book, 

which will be on display in our new 

narthex. You may pick one up at church 

or contact the church office. 

 

mailto:angelaredden@hughes.net
mailto:angelaredden@hughes.net
mailto:njkldoss@bellsouth.net
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Rev. Dr. Michael Lee Fitze, Minister 

drfitze@palmettopreschurch.org 
 

Crystal Cassels, Director of Music 

pianistsc@aol.com 
 

Gloria Squires, Administrative Assistant 

gsquires@palmettopreschurch.org 

 

Phone:   (843) 884-1504 

Fax:       (843) 884-1511 
            

PPC CARES  (843) 991-3534 
 

www.palmettopreschurch.org 

 

SUNDAY MORNING 
 

   
  9:15-10:00 a.m. τ Sunday School 
10:00-10:30 a.m. τ Fellowship 
10:30-11:30 a.m. τ Worship  
 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ 
for K-2nd grade is offered weekly fol-
ƭƻǿƛƴƎ ά¢ƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴέ (during the 
worship service). FUEL for 3rd grade & 
up is offered on the 2nd & 4th Sundays. 

 

NEW MEMBER CLASS 
The Session meets in the cafeteria each 
Sunday at 10:00 a.m. to receive new 
members. Please speak to Mike or one of 
the Elders (wearing the gold name tags) 
about joining . 

 

 

 

Fred Anderson 

Rob Davis 

Chris Hulsey 

Dottie Kelley 

Elaine Kloos  

John Loesch 

Julie Martin  

Nancye Mullaney 

Angela Redden 

Dick Redden 

Lori Russ 

Anne Smyre 

Beth Taylor 

Albert van Overeem 

 

     

   WORSHIPð Melissa Peyton 

216-4834 peytonplace@comcast.net 
 

FELLOWSHIP ð Shelly van Overeem  

881-4963 svanovereem@yahoo.com 
 

OUTREACHð Lynn Cobb 

216-8011 lynnandchriscobb@mac.com 
 

NURTUREð Caroline McKinney  

881-6876   markandcaroline@comcast.net 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION ð Natalie Doss  

971-4116    njkldoss@bellsouth.net 
 

FINANCEð Sandra Powell   

884-6654   slppeds@aol.com 
 

EVANGELISM  ð Buck Smyre  

693-8177   absmyre@comcast.net 
 

FACILITIES/BUILDING ð Mark McKinney 

881-6876   markandcaroline@comcast.net 
 

MENôS FELLOWSHIPð Derrick Russ   

388-9341   derrick@elcid93.com 

 & James Martin  

388-1369    jamesmartin10@gmail.com 
 

TREASURERð Frank Amburn 

884-7506   famburn@bellsouth.net 
 

PHOTOGRAPHERð Dennis Kelley 

856-8918   dekelley@comcast.net 
 

CLERK OF SESSIONð Elaine Kloos 

856-1222 ezkloos@comcast.net 

Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Communion Service  

Thursday, December 24th at 5:30 

http://www.palmettopreschurch.org

