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CHRISTMAS PRESENTS (PRESENCE) 
 

I guess Iôve been good this year, because already the presents are taking up all kinds of space  

under the Christmas (Chrismon) tree: 

 

  First of all, Iôm  thankful for the beautiful Chrismons that will go on our Palmetto tree. They 

  represent the hard work, the talent, the commitment and the love of the women at Palmetto. 

            But more importantly, they are another example of this congregationôs ñDNAò for doing  

            things really well. 

 

  Every new member and every new family that worships with us is a presentða true gift that 

  we must hold dear. 

 

  Someone has said Christmas is for children. If that is true, we will have a wonderful  

  Christmas year round, for we are blessed with many, many children. 

 

  Our stewardship campaign was truly a wonderful present. It showed what a generous  

  congregation we have. 

 

 I am receiving a special present in the person of Angela Redden, our new Christian Educator, 

   who ñofficiallyò comes on board in January. 

 

  All of us who have been together in Laing for the last two and a half years are excited about a 

  big 14,000+ square foot presentðour new church. 

 

  The best presents are sometimes not things, but people. Our leaders on session and Team  

  Palmetto, our teachers, choir members, and the building committee represent special presents 

           of talent, time, and commitment. And our Palmetto staff is a real gift. 

 

  Church people arenôt the only ñpeople presents.ò Every time Rosemary and I make a quick 

  trip to Greenville to see our grandchildren, I am reminded of our blessings. I have a wife who 

            supports my ministry; my mother and sister live nearby; I am proud of my daughter and  

            son-in-law (even if they did graduate from Clemson); and I offer prayers of thanksgiving 

            every day for the gift of my two healthy grandchildren. 

 

  Friends are also presents we sometimes take for granted until we send out Christmas cards. 

  My life is so much richer because I have traveled with friends along the way. 

 

  Most of these ñpresentsò are really about ñpresence,ò and at Christmas we are reminded of 

  Godôs ñpresenceò in the person of Jesus Christ, Emmanuel (God with us). 
 

May his ñpresenceò be your most precious Christmas ñpresentò! 
 

Merry Christmas, 
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DECEMBER 6th 
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE OF PEACE 

Scott & Heather Spann 
άCƻǊ ¦ƴǘƻ ¦ǎ ŀ /ƘƛƭŘ Lǎ .ƻǊƴέ 

Isaiah 9:2-7 
Baptism of Andrew Harrison Spann 

 

DECEMBER 13th 
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE OF LOVE 

Choir 
Music ProgramτThe Characters of Christmas 

 

DECEMBER 20th 
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE OF  JOY 

Tom & Julie Teiken 
άaŀǊȅΣ aŀǊȅέ 

Luke 1:47-55 
Baptism of Mary Catherine (Macy) Teiken 

 

DECEMBER 24th 
CHRISTMAS EVE  

CANDLELIGHT COMMUNION SERVICE 
LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 

Mike & Rosemary Fitze 
ά¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊŘ .ŜŎŀƳŜ CƭŜǎƘέ 

John 1:1-14 
 

DECEMBER 27th 
1st SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 

ά{Ƙƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ Wƻȅέ 
Psalm 98 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Michael & Jennifer Wingfield  

Sam & Jean Crumlish  

 

 

Itõs difficult to believe that December and Ad-

vent have already arrived. However, our choir 

has been thinking December since August or 

September when they began working on Christ-

mas music. Without a doubt, I believe them to 

be the most dedicated group around as they 

have given many extra hours of their time in 

preparation of our music. December is certainly 

full of great musical events, none of which you 

will want to miss.  
 

Check out each opportunity below.  

Sunday, December 6 :  Youth Hand bells will 

be ringing, and the PPC Choir will be bringing 

back one of our favorite all time anthems, 

òChristmas Is Comingó, accompanied by hand 

bells  

Sunday, December 13 :   The Characters of 

Christmas will be presented by the PPC Choir 

with the children providing our nativity scene 

and also sharing in song 

Sunday, December 20 :   We will be treated to 

a guest Celtic harpist  

Sunday, December 20 :   3:00 Palmetto joins 

with St. Benedict Catholic in òCarols at 

Somerbyó. This is a church wide event for all to 

come make a joyful noise as we share the sounds 

of Christmas with the residents at Somerby.  

Thursday, December 24 :   Christmas Eve Can-

dlelight service. This is always a special service 

accompanied with beautiful music.  

 

With December having arrived, my thoughts 

have already turned to January. What a great 

time to join the choir with the start of a new 

year!  To be continued next month . . .  
 

        With a song in my heart,  

                       Crystal  

 

MUSIC 

NOTES 




